How to Upload and Install Plugins Manually

Duration:  6 mins 2 secs
In this video, we are going to install WordPress plugins manually to your WordPress blog. To find a list of all the WordPress plugins, go to WordPress.org and click on "Extend," and then click on "Plugins Directory." And as you can see here, there are over 4,000 WordPress plugins that you can choose from. Now, you can either search for the plugin that you want if you know what you're looking for, or you can also browse through the popular tags.

So for example, if I'm looking for a WordPress plugin to help me get better search engine rankings, then I would probably want to click on the tag that says "Google." And on this page, you can see all the WordPress plugins that are tagged with the keyword "Google." So you may find a lot of really interesting plugins here that can either add more functionality to your WordPress blog admin pages or add more functionality to your WordPress blog layout and etc. etc. 

Make sure you also look at the ratings here to see what other users have to say about their particular plugin and feedback from their experience in how the plugins work. So naturally, of course, if a plugin has much higher rating, it means that it's gonna be worth your time, and sometimes, plugins that are new or have no rating at all is pretty risky or say, just a waste of time sometimes when you use those plugins. So go for the plugins that have a pretty high rating. 
And you can see on the right-hand section, of course, there are some of the most popular plugins as well as the number of times the plugins have been downloaded. So I'm going to download a particular plugin called All in One SEO Pack. I'm gonna click on that. And on the plugin page itself, you can, of course, see a description of the plugin; any installation instructions for that particular plugin; some FAQ and some stats, as well. If you scroll to the right-hand column here, you would see the auto homepage and the plug-in homepage and sometimes all these plug-ins are created by authors who do not work with WordPress; these are more freelancers or volunteer programmers who wanna support the open-source movements. So they developed these plugins by themselves, and in return, sometimes they would appreciate a donation. So if you want to donate, you just log in and click on this link here, and also recommended, you visit the plugin homepage and the author homepage to find more information about the plugin, some recommendations on how to use the plugin, some additional resources, and so on. But for now, let's just click on the download link to start downloading the All in One SEO Pack. I'm gonna save it to my computer.

Now that's done, so I'm going to go to my Desktop, or the place where I downloaded and saved the plugin earlier, and I'm going to extract this Zip file. And I'll be able to see the All in One SEO Pack here; I'll click through to see all the files inside the All in One SEO Pack. 
 To upload the plugins to your WordPress blog, you need to use an FTP program and connect to the WordPress blog, and once you connect it, just browse in your FTP program, go to the public_html folder, and once you're in there, go to the wp-content, and finally, click through to the plugins folder. So any WordPress plugin or WordPress widget that you want to install to your WordPress blog has to be uploaded to this folder only, under wp-contents and in a folder called plugins. 
So I'm just going to select the plugin folder that I want to upload. One thing that you have to be careful is that some plugins are just a single-file application, whereas some plugins have many files, and therefore, they are put into folders such as in the case of the All in One SEO Pack. To make sure that the plugins work, you should only upload the folders that directly contain all the application files. Do not upload any redundant folders to the plugins folder. So I'm gonna select this All in One SEO Pack and gonna upload it.
Once the plugin has been completely uploaded, then you need to log in to your WordPress dashboard, click on a plugins tab, and click on "Install." And here, I'll be able to see all the plugins that I have in my plugins folder, and I can choose to activate the plugins simply by clicking on the "Activate Link." And here, you can see that this particular plugin, the All in One SEO Pack, has been uploaded to my WordPress plugins folder, and has been activated. So this plugin is kinda live, and I can use this plugin, and at the bottom here, you can see some of the plugins that have been uploaded but have not yet been activated. 
So that's how you upload and install WordPress plugins to your WordPress blog.

