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In this video, we're gonna take a look at how to get and install WordPress themes. Now, first thing you should do is, of course, have a WordPress blog installed on your own domain, and then go to WordPress.org and click on "Extend." And down here, you can see the Themes Directory, so just click on the Themes Directory link. 

Now, on this page, you'll be able to find tons of WordPress themes that you can use on your blog for free; there's no licensing fees, and there's no other requirements but you have to give credit back to the creator of the theme in the form of links in your footer. This is standard, according to the open-source license that WordPress uses. So you can just browse through the themes that you want here; or you can even search for a theme if you know what you're looking for. For example, if you're looking for a blue theme, you may want to type "blue" and search for the blue theme among all the other WordPress themes in here. 

And on the right, you can also see the more popular WordPress themes, and it counts to see how many times these themes have been downloaded. This is important because you don't wanna waste time going through themes that are of very low quality. So if a particular theme has been downloaded many, many times, then chances are great that this theme is pretty good, and you may want to check it out. So I'm gonna click on the theme called "Pixels." 
So on the theme page, you can see the description of the theme, and if you click on stats, you can also see how many times this theme is downloaded per day. Course, all the themes you'll find here are open source; it means that the themes are not supported by WordPress themselves. Instead, the themes are supported by the author who created the theme. And you will see here links to the author homepage and the theme homepage where you can go to get additional information about the theme, some recommended usage, and also support for the particular theme if the support is provided. And if you want a preview of this theme without having to download it first, just click on "Preview." And you can see that the theme has opened up in a brand-new window. So I can basically have a look at how this theme would actually look like on my blog, and I can just scroll down; I can look at the way the theme would display these items – Header, Heading 1, etc., etc., and also some Form items; so this is a really good way to preview the theme and see how exactly it will look like before even having to download the theme. So I'm gonna close the preview window, then I'm gonna click on "Download" to start downloading the theme.

Once the theme has downloaded, I just need to locate it on my PC, and extract the theme files. And here's the extracted folders. I'm just gonna browse through this folder, and this, as you can see, is a very typical WordPress theme layout. All the images are contained inside the images folder, and all the other PHP files are located here, and as well as GPL license file which you may want to read.

Now, all you have to do is connect your FTP to your web hosting account, and upload this particular WordPress theme and use it on your WordPress blog. Now, open up your FTP program, for example, FileZilla, and connect to your web server. Browse through the public_html or www folder, and then go inside wp-content, and go inside the themes folder. 

And you'll be able to see there are already two themes inside here, which are the classic theme and the default theme. Both these themes are distributed by default when you have installed WordPress. So if you wanna use any other WordPress theme, you have to make sure that the themes are uploaded to this folder only. If you upload the themes to any other folder, it will not show up in your WordPress dashboard.

So before you upload new WordPress themes – for example, the Pixels WordPress theme that I just downloaded – I want to make sure that I'm not uploading redundant folders. What I mean by this is that the folder that you upload must directly contain the PHP files. It must not contain any other folder other than the images folder here. So once I have double-checked this, I'm just gonna click on "Upload," and once all the files have been uploaded, then you just need to log in to your WordPress blog. And in your WordPress dashboard itself, you'll be able to see here the theme that you're currently using and the amount of WordPress widgets that you're using. Alright?
So you can either click on this link to edit the themes, or you can just open up your appearance menu here on the sidebar, and you can click on "Themes." So here, you can see the current theme that you are using, and also all the available WordPress themes. You can upload as many themes as you want to this section so that it will be easier for you to change themes as and when you want to. So this is the theme that I have just uploaded; it's called the Pixeled theme, and I can see that there's a description here of the theme as well as a link to the author's page which I might want to go to to get more information on the theme. So to activate this theme, just click on it and there will be a preview window that pops up. 

And just as before, you would see the preview of this particular WordPress theme. The only difference is that this preview is using the content directly from your WordPress blog so you'll be able to see if it causes any error or any other unwanted formatting on your WordPress blog. But if everything's okay, you can just click on "Activate" at the top right-hand corner here to activate the WordPress theme.

And it says here, "New theme activated," so to see your new theme, just click on "Visit site." And you can see that a new theme has been applied to my WordPress blog. So that's how you upload and change themes in your WordPress dashboard.
